
Values that 
Ukrainians uphold 
in the War against 
russia



Question: In your opinion, what is Ukraine fighting for in the war against russia? 
Complete the sentence "I believe that Ukraine is fighting for..." (open question)
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Freedom Independence Borders Nationhood Future

57%

"I believe that Ukraine is 
fighting for freedom, 
justice, independence, land, 
our country“

"For freedom!"

"For liberty and freedom"

"The right to be a FREE 
state!"

"Independence from 
russian influence"

"Our independence and 
identity"

"Economic and political 
independence."

"Independence, freedom, 
and a future for our 
children."

"For territories that belong 
to Ukraine"

"For the restoration of state 
borders existing before 
2014"

"Our native land and the 
integrity of our borders, for 
freedom, for our people, for 
truth"

"For the existence of the 
Ukrainian nation"

"The existence of the state 
of Ukraine."

"For the right to be 
Ukraine"

"For the opportunity to stop 
the genocide of the 
Ukrainian people"

"A bright future for our 
children"

"A happy future"

"For a future where the 
next generations won't 
have to suffer from the 
oppression of russian
culture"

"Our own future"

                        
                     

                        
                     

                        
                     

                        
                     

                        
                     

What are

Ukrainians fighting for?

Sample: 400 interviews. Target audience: urban population of Ukraine aged 18-55 (internet users, cities with a 
population of 50,000+). Survey period: June 25 - 29, 2023

44% 25% 22% 19%
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"For a European way of life" 

"Our path towards Europe"

"Is Ukraine fighting? Ukrainians — ordinary citizens, not oligarchs, and their circles—are 
securing the future at the cost of their lives, a future in which politicians and oligarchs are 

already fighting for their influence and wealth."

"To become a member 
of NATO"

"For Life, Identity, Freedom, 
Land, Language, Children, 

Grandchildren"

"For the right to independently 
determine its economic, internal, 

external, etc. policies"

Additionally...

Additionally, some Ukrainians believe 

that this is a war for:

• THEIR LIVES: 16%

• Sovereignty, the right to self-determination: 9%

• Justice, truth, honor: 7%

• Peace, security: 5%

• Unity with the EU / European values: 5%

• Democracy: 3%

• Interests of others / oligarchs: 5%

"Unfortunately, for material wealth and 
enrichment of oligarchs and deputies 

who profit during this genocide"
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Complete the sentence "I believe that Ukraine is fighting for..." (open question)
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